[Aspirin, a risk factor for bleeding at dental procedures].
Aspirin is widely used as an antithrombotic drug in the prevention of cardiovascular events. It causes a usually mild bleeding tendency. When used before dental or surgical procedures, aspirin increases the risk of bleeding, contrary to the postoperative administration of aspirin, which has not been associated with increased risk of bleeding. To estimate the risk of bleeding, a history on bleeding tendency and information on the recent use of aspirin is worthwhile. It is recommended to delay procedures for at least one week after the last ingestion of aspirin, if possible. In case of urgent surgical procedures or in patients who suffer from serious bleeding due to the use of aspirin, a single preoperative transfusion of a suspension of platelets is usually sufficient to antagonize the effects of aspirin. Tranexamic acid can be given alternatively. The preferred policy depends on the type of the procedure to be performed, or the nature of the bleeding.